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Healing hands: How two nurses
took wounded soldiers home

Ann Weddinglon is lke markeling director af Joff Anderson Regional
Medical Center in Meridian, She has worked af the hospilal for 10

PEarE,

Her story es abond fevo murses, Chardes Heles and Kem McEriyre,
whoge liwes overlap — whether thev're in Meridian working ol JARMC
ardeplowed with the Mississipps Aer Notforal Gaard fn sefpor? of the
0.5 Waron Terror

“Many people contribuded o thes artfcle,” Awe said T was 5o
Inferesting lenrring more abowt the mlitary experionces of hoo af onr
shiff mpemiers, especially sirce ey work o the semie hospifal
deparrtment,”

By Ann Weddinglon
spacial o Tha Star

Charles Hedms and Kem MeEntyre have beena team for vears in the
[tensdve Care and Cardicvascular Becovery Unit at Jeff Andersen
Reglonal M edical Center,

When they were called to active duty in Irag in 500G, they sl
wirrhed as a team — only half a workl away from cach other. Helms pre
pared wounded soldiers for evacuation from Irag, and MeEntyre
receivied them back in The States.

“ln all the missions [ flew [ never had one soldier go bad,” said
MeEntyre, who was called from his sevensyear job as a staff nuese te
serve in Operation Irag Freedom.

“Hauling back the Marines was an awesome experience, to see how
grung-ho they were o protect cur countryd IE s engraved in them to be
with their wnit and protect thelr fellow soldier. Every Marine | ialked to
expresser] a deaire to get better go that they could retwrn te help thedr
umie.”

Passing from one hand to another

Bt beedire MeEmtvee and morses ke him could receive fnjured sal-
diers, Helims had first to evacuate the soldiers safele [Ewas a diffeak
task i the countey’s primitive third-worl] conditiens and the enemy
attacks at the base with mertars and rockets Hig encounters with the
Il people helped make up for it

“My contact with Iragi natlonals waz very Tmited, but those 1 did
s, treat of talk to were firdendly, courageoss and gratedul the Aroeri-
cans were 0 Irag,” said Helms, who served overseas antil March
20K,

Asan 1L nurse inoa LS. Alr Force fleld hospital, it was Helms' job
tor tresat coalitien and enemy solfiers, prepare wounded soldiers for
evacuation from Irag and lead them onto planes headed for their
respective homes. Many children who were injured by bomba ane ter-
roriss were alao treated by his unit.

Helms applavicdend the wark being done by LS. seevicemen in Irag.

“While | was an cuty, the Alr Matbonal Guard units stayed on the
base, bt the Army units in Kirkuk traveled autside the base,” he
said.

“Their medical teams worked side-by-aide with leagi physicians in
[raci hospitals, They prowided medicines, equipment and Krowledse te
Iraqgi phivsicians and provided joing medical team surgeries on g cif-
izens.”

While there, e also witnessed the distiibation of tons of schoel sapE
plies, toys, clothing, fosd, candy and time to Kirkuk children — all
donated by American citizens and distributed by Alr Force personnel.
He waes proad o see his fellow Americans working civilian jobs to
rebuild Irag's el industey and other wrban projects.

Back at Andrews AFB

Back home i The States, at Andeews Alr Force Base in Maryland,
MeEmyre recaived soldiers from Ramsteln Adr Base, Germany, and
sent them to thelr respective home bases.

“Wlost of the soldicrs were fairly stable, but some had to be closely
micmitored,” MeEntyre said. “We were a fving hospital outfitted with all
thye necessary medical and emergency equlpment.”

MeEntyre also kearned abaut the deep psyehological trauma that
contes with war by Batening to the stories of soleliers.

“It 15 @ real privilege to serve in the millitar y and be able to help pro-
tect and defend the fresdom that we have,” MeEntvee said.

“Thee statesade mission oy unit Tac may nod lave been a glory-tvpe
aaaigrinmeent like beding bn lrag, it [ thought it was the Best migsdon te
have because we got to take our brave wounded soldiers home. |
miade a special point o thank each soldier for thedr servies while we
wiers transportng them.

“We may wear the sume undform, but they were the anes who put
theeir lives an the Bne for us dodging ballets and mortars, Tving in fox-
Tueles aned eating MEE's every meal. Thank goodness we have folks
willng o do this.”

The home front

MeEmtyre sald support feom home helped tremendoushy although
Tve= il abouit his wife, Bobdn, and the stresses she emlured running
& houselold by ersell, working a fulltme joly and having sele respon-
silility frr thetr davghter, Tyear-old Molk

“1want te thank ny family for the outstanding job they @0 Keeping
uge with things at home while | was gene. | also wanted to thank Jeff
Andlersen Beglonal Medical Center and the staff in TCU for all the sug-
part and peavers and for taking up ooy slack while 1 away from my job.”

Helmiz aaid the calls, emails and photos be received from his Gmily
meant a ot

“18 was lard to be away feom my Bmily, especially around the heli-
days, but we were lucky to have the technology of e-mail. E-mail
Telpied wa atay n towch almost daily,” he said.

“We were also able te help those wounded soldiers who were
broughit o our baze communicate with thedr own Bmilies. | want te
especially thank my wile, Tamimy, and ooy childeen for giving me o
mieich sapport while [ was away”

[CIFACVE Murse Manager Kim Lawson said she was proud of how
the reat of the unit's staff pltched in to 61 the shifis et vacant by Helims'
and MeEntyre's deployrment.

TWO OF
OUR OWN

Kem McEntyre

In civilian life, Kem
McEntyre is & sevan-year
amployas of Jaff
Andsrson Regicnal
Medical Geantar, working
as a staff nurss in the
Intensive Cared
Cardiovascular Racovary
Lmit.

In hiz military life, ha
is & captain assigned to
the Missizsippi Air
Mational Guard's 183rd
Aaromedical Evacuation
Sqguadron in Jackson,
whare he is a flight
nursa. During his
sarvice, he was awarded
the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal,
the Armed Forces
Resarve Madal with “B"
Device and the &ir Force
Achisvament Medal.

He was relsased from
activa duty in Septamber
2004,

Charles Helms

In civilian life, Halms
has worked for 10 years
as a staff AW in Jeff
Anderzon Regicnal
Moadical Centar's
Intensive Carad
Cardiovascular Becowvery
LImit. Ha and his wifa,
Tammy, hawva two
childran, Ashlay, 16, and
Tylar, 14.

In the military, Halms
iz attached to the
Mississippi Air Mational
Guard at Key Field in the
18&th Madical Group,
whera he is a captain
and staff nurea.

His awards include
the Mational Defense
Madal 2nd Device, the
Globkal War on Terrorizm
Sarvice Meadal, the
Armmed Forces Reserva
Madal with “M" Device,
the Air Force
Achigvament Medal and
a Cartificate of
Appraeciation for the rels
he played in the capture
of Saddam Husssin by
traating woundad Iragis
whao suppliad the military
with information that
avantually lead to the
Husssin's capiure.

FLYING HOSPITAL

Murse Kam McEnfiréae, right, is
a mamber of the Mississippi
Air Mational Guard's 183rd
Seromadical Evacuation
Sguadron, He supported
Oparation Iragi Freedom as a
flight murse staticned at
Andraws Air Forcs Basa,
MeEnityra is shown aboard a
medizal transport planae callad
the “flying hospital.”

SUBMITTED PHOTS

A TEAM IN CIVILIAN AND

MILITARY LIFE
Charlas Halms, left, and Kam McEniyre,
marses in ihe Intensive Care and
Cardovascular Hecovary Unit af Jeff
fndarson Regional Medical Center, prepare
to move a patient, Theay were alse a team
whan thay were calked 1o active duly in 2003,
Helms is a member of the Mississipg Air
Mational Guard™s 186th Medical Group; ba
pregared ‘woundad parsonnal in lrg for
avacuation, McEntyre is a member of the
Mississippd Air Mational Guard’s 1834
faromedical Evacuation Squadron; he
received them siateside and saw them
hama,
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